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him from Khuzistan, Kirman and Khurasan1 ; these reinforcements
included many jazayirchis, and had with them a number of cannon and
zayburaks, so that the Sardar was before long at the head of a very formidable
force, numbering, it is said, over 40,000 men.2
It is related that Nadir, despite his anger at Taqi Khan's murder of
his brother-in-law and his subsequent recourse to arms, sent Mirza
Muhammad *Ali, the Sadru'l-Mamalik, to endeavour to conciliate him,
the explanation of this move being that Nadir had once sworn not to take
his life.8 As these conciliatory tactics proved to be of no avail, Muhammad
Husain Khan proceeded to invest Shiraz closely. The rebels defended
themselves bravely, and, although greatly outnumbered by the besiegers,
held out for four and a half months. According to Muhammad Kazim,
the besiegers launched a very determined attack on the 2oth Jumadi I,
1157 (2 ist June, 1744), and forced the rebels to capitulate4 ; the town
was then sacked, every house being pillaged and many of the inhabitants
being put to the sword. Two towers of human heads were erected,
and the lovely gardens surrounding the town were devastated ; to add
to these horrors, plague broke out after the siege and carried off 14,000
people,6
In the confusion that followed the entry of the royal forces into Shiraz,
Taqi Khan and his eldest son managed to escape, but they were soon
captured and sent, together with the rest of his family, under strong guard
to Isfahan.6 Muhammad Kazim relates that, at Nadir's orders, a mock
istiqbaF was staged when the prisoners reached the outskirts of Isfahan ;
Taqi Khan was mounted on an ass and had a fox's brush fastened to his
head, and he and his family were met by a mob beating drums and uttering
derisory cries.8
But for his vow, Nadir would doubtless have put Taqi Khan to death
immediately ; as it was, his treatment of his former favourite was infinitely
more terrible. He sent orders to Isfahan for three of the Khan's sons
and one of his brothers to be killed and for the members of their families
1 Henry Savage, the East India Company's representative at Kirman, wrote to Gombroon
on the 25th March/5th April, 1744, that 3,000 troops from " Corasoon " (Khurasan) had
passed through the town on their way to join the royal forces besieging Shiraz. Savage
added that the country round Kirman was thrown into great confusion by the revolt, and
that the roads were so infested by robbers that his messengers feared to venture out; see
the Gombroon Diary, 4th/i5th April, 1744.
*	Mirza Muhammad Shirazi's Ruznama, p. 18.
»Ibid., p. 19.   Hanway (Vol. IV, p. 244) also states that Nadir had taken an oath not to put
Taqi Khan to death.
' N.N., p. 122.
•	Mirza Muhammad Shirazi, op. tit., pp. 19 and 20; this authority was an eye-witness of these
events.
"The ceremony of setting forth from a town to meet a distinguished visitor.
1 N.JST., pp. 132 and 133.

